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E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: PEPRSYIZ 

SUBJECT: SYRO-IRAQI MEETINGS IN ALGIERS 

1 . MARVINE HOWE, NEW YORK TIMES CORRESPONDENT, TOLD US 
JANUARY 23 THAT SHE HAD BRIEF INTERVIEW WITH ALGERIAN 
PRESIDENTIAL COUNSELOR TALIB IBRAHIMI THAT MORNING 

AT DAMASCUS HOTEL. ACCORDING IBRAHIMI, SYRIAN AND IRAQI 
DELEGATES ARE CURRENTLY MEETING IN ALGIERS IN ATTEMPT TO 
NEGOTIATE THEIR DIFFERENCES. HE ADDED THAT A SUMMIT MEETING 
OF TRIPLI CONFERENCE STATES WILL CONVENE IN ALGIERS IN 
EARLY FEBRUARY. 

2. THERE HAS BEEN NO LOCAL PUBLICITY ABOUT MEETINGS AND 
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RELIABLE FONMINISTRY SOURCE TELLS US THAT NO REPRESEN- 
TATIVE OF HIS MINISTRY HAS BEEN SENT TO ALGIERS FOR 
SUCH TALKS. 

3. COMMENT: WE HAVE NO REASON TO DISCOUNT IBRAHIMI 
STATEMENT, THEREFORE ASSUME THAT SYRIAN REPRESENTATION 
IS PROBABLY MEMER(S) OF BAATH PARTY COMMAND. 
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4. SINCE REFERENDUM ON ASSAD'S CANDIDACY TO SUCCEED 
HIMSELF AS PRESIDENT OF SYRIA HAS NOW BEEN SET FOR 
FEBRUARY 8, WE DOUBT VERY MUCH THAT PRESIDENT WOULD 
ABSENT HIMSELF FROM SYRIA BEFORE THAT DATE. (FOR 
APPEARANCES SAKE HE MUST DO A MINIMUM OF CAMPAIGNING.) 
MURPHY 
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